22nd – 25th October 2021
A festival of ideas,
events, community,
family, talks, film,
real ale, and more,
celebrating
the 1300th
anniversary
of St John of
Beverley and
the centuries
of pilgrimage
to our town.

In association with

beverley1300.uk

2021 is a monumental year
for the town of Beverley.
It marks 1300 years since
the Anglo-Saxon bishop
John of Beverley died,
in the monastery which
he founded here.
By making Beverley (known then as
Inderawuda) his final home, John changed
the course of the town's history. It is an
astonishing history which we celebrate
through the vibrant array of events and
activities on offer at this festival.
The story of John’s life is told by his friend
Bede, often described as England’s First
Historian. In his 8th-century ‘Ecclesiastical
History of the English People’, Bede calls
John a “wonderworker”, describing his
miracles of healing. But it was after his
death that St John acquired superhero and
celebrity status: by the later Middle Ages his
relics (which we believe survive to this day
in the Minster) attracted pilgrims from far
and wide, bringing prosperity to the town.

On the Saturday of the festival, doors will be
flung open at heritage sites across the town
centre, from the North Bar to the historic
barges on the Beck, for our free Pilgrimage
Trail. Pick up your ‘Pilgrim Passport’
and get it stamped at each museum, gallery,
and church on the trail to win a souvenir.

i. Portrait of Bede writing, from a 12th century copy of his Life of St Cuthbert (British Library)
ii. Late 8th or early 9th century copy of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People
(British Library) iii. Painting of King Athelstan and St John of Beverley in Beverley Minster
iv. Roof boss (King Athelstan and St John of Beverley) in St Mary’s Church

October is traditionally a month for beer
festivals, and so the Saturday culminates in
a beer tasting and talk in St Mary’s Church
by international brewing expert Dr Dawn
Maskell, who was born in Beverley. Discover
more about the art and science of brewing in
a town well-known for its love of pubs, and
enjoy sampling some local craft ales.
Fun fact: John himself was no stranger to
beer: in Folcard’s ‘Life of St John of Beverley’
written in the late 11th century (by which
time our town was known as Beverlac), we
read that John miraculously provided the
king of Northumbria with bottomless jars of
beer and wine. Cheers!
The scallop shell is
an ancient symbol of
pilgrimage, most famously
for those who walked the
Way of St James across
Europe to Santiago de
Compostela in Spain.
We see a scallop shell on
the satchel of the 14thcentury Pilgrim Hare in
St Mary’s.
As a nod to the town’s
importance as a place
of pilgrimage we have
amassed 1300 scallop
shells. Collect yours from
St Mary’s Church any time
during the festival and
give it to a person who is special to you
or place it somewhere meaningful to you.
We hope that these
scallop shells will
travel around the
world from person to
person and from
place to place!
i. Fred Ewell, A Man with a Pint, Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool
ii. Roof boss (Ale Wife) in St Mary’s Church
iii. ‘Golden’ Seal of Henry V (The National Archives)

Pilgrimage expert Dr John Jenkins explores
how St John’s posthumous reputation was
fuelled by rumours of oil oozing from the
shrine! And we welcome Henry V scholar,
Professor Anne Curry, for her talk ‘From
Agincourt to Beverley and back’. Henry
visited the shrine of St John of Beverley 600
years ago, in 1421, making 2021
a momentous
double
anniversary
year for the
town. Henry
had won
the battle of
Agincourt on
the Feast of the
Translation of
St John (25th
October) some
years earlier
and ascribed
that victory to
the intercession
of the saint.
We spotlight this kingly connection with
our Sunday matinee screening at Parkway
Cinema of Laurence Olivier’s 1994 classic
adaptation of Shakespeare’s epic play.
Not to be missed!
David Switalla, foreman
of the recent restoration
works at St Mary’s Church,
completes our varied
line-up of speakers with
tales of his years spent as
a journeyman in Germany
to become a master
stonemason – a tradition
going back to the time
when Beverley’s two great
medieval churches were
originally built.

With something for
everyone and a perfect way
to kick off Half Term we
warmly welcome you to
Beverley 1300.

Event 1

Event 2

Paths of life
The scallop shell is an ancient symbol
of pilgrimage. A hoard of 1300 scallop
shells will be in Beverley especially
for the festival – one for each year
that has elapsed since St John of
Beverley died in AD 721.
We invite you to come and collect
your free scallop shell from St Mary’s
Church as a memento of this special
anniversary year for the town. Keep
it, decorate it if you wish, give it to
someone you love, send it to a friend
and tell them about our wonderful
town, or place it somewhere that is
special to you. The choice is yours.
A way to reflect on our journey through
life – across time and place, through
good times and bad, of meetings
and partings, of displacement and
homecomings.
Share photos and stories of your scallop
shell on social media using the hashtag
#Beverley1300.
Entry
Fee

Free: collect your scallop
shell from St Mary’s Church,
from Friday 22nd October
until they are all gone.

Event 3

A free family
activity for Half Term

In the footsteps of St John:
Beverley Pilgrimage Trail

John of Beverley:
archbishop, saint,
and holy geyser
In this talk Dr John Jenkins explores
the importance of John’s saintly relics
to the medieval town and to the
people of Beverley, and reveals why a
miraculous healing oil began to flow
from his shrine six centuries after
his death.
John is the Assistant Director of
the Centre for Pilgrimage Studies
at the University of York. He was
a key member of the planning
and organisation committees for
‘Becket 2020’, the anniversary
commemorations of Thomas Becket’s
birth, death and translation.
Venue Beverley Minster

Throughout the medieval period, the town of Beverley was a major site
for pilgrimage. People travelled in their droves to visit the tomb of
St John, where they hoped to gain miraculous favour.
Pilgrims carried so-called ‘Pilgrim Passports’ to document their travels. Along the way, pilgrims
collected stamps in their passports from the places they visited. These stamps would then serve
as proof of the pilgrim’s journey. Pilgrim Passports are still used in modern pilgrimages, such as
the Pilgrims’ Way in southern England, and the Camino de Santiago in Spain.
In honour of the medieval pilgrims who travelled to Beverley, enjoy our mini-pilgrimage
trail around the town centre. Pick up your Pilgrim Passport (and map) at St Mary’s Church,
Beverley Minster, or the Beverley Tourist Information Centre, any time from 10am, and visit
the sites on the trail, collecting stamps as you go. Return to either St Mary’s or the Minster
with a passport full of stamps to receive a prize marking your achievement.
Further details (including a complete list of
Various sites across Beverley
Venue
the participating sites) will be available online
at beverley1300.uk or at the Beverley Tourist
Saturday 23rd October
Date 
Information Centre during the week before
10am – 4pm
the activity.
Entry Fee Free: no booking required

Event 4

Venue

St Mary’s Church
Saturday
23rd October
7.30pm – 9pm
Tickets: £10 from
beverley1300.uk

Date 

Friday 22nd October
2pm – 3pm

Date 

Entry
Fee

Free: register for a
place at beverley1300.uk

Entry Fee

‘Excellent drink and miraculous
abundance’: the science
(and magic) of beer production
A talk and beer tasting with Dr Dawn Maskell on the
science of brewing, featuring a selection of local craft ales.
St John of Beverley is remembered for conducting many
miracles, but did you know that one of them was creating an
inexhaustible supply of beer for a banquet? Beer was a staple
of the medieval diet, and depictions of people drinking beer
can even be found among the hundreds of roof bosses in
St Mary’s Church.
Beverley is a town of historic and characterful pubs, in which
is still served one of the nation’s favourite beverages - but
how much do you know about the production of beer?
In this talk and tasting session, Dr Dawn Maskell (Director of
the International Centre for Brewing & Distilling at HeriotWatt University in Edinburgh), introduces both the science
and the art of brewing. This will also include an exploration
of the contributions that brewing has made to the world of
science, some of which may come as a surprise.
Over
Your ticket includes a half pint of each
s
18
of the four beers being tasted at the event.
only

Event 5

Event 6

Event 8

Festival Eucharist

Mass

My journeyman years

Join the congregation, choir and
clergy of Beverley Minster for a
festal service of Holy Communion
– on the eve of the Feast of the
Translation of St John of Beverley.
The service includes
the dedication of an
oak tree being planted
by the town council
to commemorate the
anniversary year.

The Bishop of Middlesbrough
celebrates Mass in Beverley Minster.
The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Middlesbrough was founded in
1878 when the Diocese of Beverley
(which had covered all of Yorkshire)
was split up.
St John of Beverley is one of the
diocese’s patrons and it is an honour
to welcome Bishop Terry to Beverley
for this special service.

Three and a half years travelling and
not allowed closer than 31 miles to
home. No mobile. Everything he owned
and needed with him. David Switalla
travelled to many places, met many good
people and worked in countless companies.
Then he returned home. These are the
traditional German journeyman years.
In medieval times, craftspeople had to go
on the journey once they had finished their
apprenticeship in order to become a
Master of their craft. In his years as a
journeyman, David learned a lot: new skills in
masonry and other heritage crafts; a lot
about cities, towns and places he’d never
been before; and, most of all, life skills.

Venue Beverley Minster

Venue Beverley Minster

Date 

Sunday 24th October
10.30am – 12pm

Date 

Sunday 24th October
2pm – 3.30pm

Entry
Fee

Everyone welcome –
no booking required

Entry
Fee

Everyone welcome –
no booking required

Event 7

Fit for a King

Henry V
A special screening of Laurence Olivier’s landmark
1944 adaption of Shakespeare’s epic play. Shot in
Technicolour, and with a sweeping score by William
Walton, the film marked Olivier’s triumphant debut
as a director, earning him a special Oscar.
In the midst of the Hundred Years’ War, the young
King Henry V of England (played by Olivier) leads a weary
and vastly outnumbered English army of unarmoured
archers to victory over the French knights of Normandy
at the Battle of Agincourt (1415).

The decisive battle took place on 25th October, which is also the annual feast day celebrating
St John of Beverley’s translation (the moving of his remains to a shrine to mark his sainthood).
Henry V ascribed his Agincourt victory to the saint, ordering that John’s festival be kept
throughout England. Some years later the king himself visited Beverley to pay homage at
John’s shrine. 25th October is also St Crispin’s Day
and Shakespeare went with that for one of the
Venue Parkway Cinema
greatest speeches in the play. If only the poet had
Sunday 24th October
namechecked St John of Beverley instead, perhaps
Date 
4pm – 6.20pm
it would have changed the history of our town?
Entry Tickets: £10 from
Don’t miss this rare opportunity to see this
beverley1300.uk
classic movie at Beverley’s independent cinema. Fee

Venue St Mary’s Church
Date 

Monday 25th October
11am – 12pm

Entry
Fee

Free: register for a
place at beverley1300.uk

Event 9

Join David and learn more about the tradition
of the German journeyman years. Discover
how it works these days and how it worked
in the past. Find out how you survive without
a mobile phone for at least three years and
a day…
David Switalla was born in Viersen, Germany
and worked as an apprentice stone mason in
Neu-Ulm, Germany from 2005 to 2008. In
September 2009 he embarked on his travels
as a journeyman, working in Switzerland and
Germany, and becoming a Mastermason and
a state certified technical engineer for stone.
Since 2016, David has been based at the
workshop of Matthias Garn in York, the firm
carrying out the painstaking restoration
of the nave of St Mary’s Church. He is the
foreman of this major conservation project
and has become a familiar face in Beverley.

From Agincourt to Beverley and back
Agincourt was a battle that Henry V should not have won –
it was a huge gamble by an insecure ruler.

But he did, and the rest is history. Within five
years he was heir to the French crown. Soon
after his return to England in February 1421,
the king set out on a royal progress, visiting
the shrine of St John of Beverley. On his way
back from Beverley in April, Henry received the
news from France that his brother had been
defeated and killed in battle. Within months
Henry had made an early return to France,
fallen seriously ill and died. So shattering and
unexpected was the death of the 35-year-old
king that it was kept secret for 15 days!
Venue St Mary’s Church
Date 

Monday 25th October
7.30pm – 8.30pm

Entry
Fee

£10 on the door
(free entry to Beverley Civic Society
& Historical Association members)

In her talk, Anne Curry retraces the steps of
medieval England’s most well-known and
admired king from his audacious victory at
Agincourt to Beverley and back.
A former President of the Historical Association
and chair of the Agincourt 600, Professor Curry
is a leading expert on Henry V. Her books include
the volume on Henry V
(subtitled ‘Playboy Price
to Warrior King’) in
the acclaimed Penguin
Monarch series. We are
thrilled to welcome this
distinguished historian
to Beverley in the
600th anniversary year
of Henry’s visit to the
town.
i. ‘Ceiling of Kings (1445)
in St Mary’s Church’

Festival assembled by Roland Deller

With many thanks to:

Professor Barbara English and Dr Jennie England

and all the venues and volunteers involved in the Beverley Pilgrimage Trail

beverley1300.uk

